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Fifth grade students entering Knox Trail Middle School are required to choose one of the following books by

Jason Reynolds to read over the summer. Students should then complete a novei-based project of their choice to

demonstrate their understanding. Projects will be shared through author study discussions at the beginning of

the 2025-2026 school year. A note-taking sheet is also included to help students keep track of important

information as they read.
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Ghost - $6.39 on Amazon

Running. That's all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But Ghost has

been running for the wrong reasons-it all started with running away from his father, who,

when Ghost was a very little boy, chased him and his mother through their apartment, then

down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kitl. Since then, Ghost has been the one

causing problems-and running away from them-until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic

Medalist who sees something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track,

literally and figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw

talent for speed, or will his past finally catch up to him?
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Look Both WsyS - SG.z2 onAmazon

This story was going to begin like all the best stories. With a school bus falling from the

sky. But no one saw it happen. They were all too busy-

Talking about boogers.
Stealing pocket change.
Skateboarding.
Wiping out.
Braving up.
Executing complicated handshakes.

Planning an escape.

Making jokes.

Lotioning up.
Finding comfort.
But mostly, too busy walking home

Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what happens after the dismissal

bell rings, and brilliantly weaves them into one wickedly funny, piercingly poignant look at

the detours we face on the walk home, and in life.
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As Brave As You - $6.78 onAmazon

Genie's summer is full of surprises. The first is that he and his big brother, Ernie, are

leaving Brooklyn for the very first time to spend the summer with their grandparents all the

way in Virginia-in the COUNTRYI The second surprise comes when Genie figures out

that their grandfather is blind. Thunderstruck, Genie peppers Grandpop with questions

about how he hides it so well (besides wearing way cool Ray-Bans).

How does he match his clothes? Know where to walk? Cook with a gas stove? Pour a glass

of sweet tea without spilling it? Genie thinks Grandpop must be the bravest guy he's ever

known, but he starts to notice that his grandfather never leaves the house-as in NEVER.

And when he finds the secret room that Grandpop is always disappearing into-a room so

full of songbirds and plants that it's almost as if it's been pulled inside-out-he begins to

wonder if his grandfather is really so brave after all.

Then Ernie lets him down in the bravery department. It's his fourteenth birthday, and,

Grandpop says to become a man, you have to learn how to shoot a gun. Genie thinks that is

AWESOME until he realizes Ernie has no interest in learning how to shoot. None. Nada.

Dumbfounded by Ernie's reluctance, Genie is left to wonder-is bravery and becoming a

man only about proving something, or is it just as important to own up to what you won't
do?
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Graphic Chapter Book

Choose an important chapter from the book and present
it as a graphic novel (comic strip style).

Include a front cover, several pages, and a back cover.

The front cover should include the title of the book and
chapter, name of the author, and a large picture of an

important scene.

The pages should tell the story in frames with pictures,
caplions, and thought and speech bubbles.

The back cover should include an About the Author
paragraph about you (not the author of the book).

Book Playlist

Create a 7-10 song album playlisVsoundtrack to
represent the novel. Make sure to include the title and

recording artist of each song that you choose. You must

also write a paragraph for each song that you chose

explaining its connection to the book and why you chose

it. Think about its connection to the novel's
themes/characters/conflicVtone/mood. Include an

important lyric from the song to support your analysis.

Design an album cover to accompany your
playlisVsoundtrack with artwork that also connects to
important details of the book. Along with the cover,

write a short explanation as to why you chose the

graphic elements that you included in the artwork.

Digital Presentation

Make a Google Slides presentation about the book.
Include the following slides:

-Slifig 1: Introduction with the title and author of the
book
-Slicþ2: Setting of the book (include description)
-_SIicle-3: Main character (include description)
-Slide :!: Supporting characters (include descriptions)
-Slielc5: Summary of the plot
-_Sliclc-Q: Your opinion of the book (short book review)
-Slirlc-Z: Your favorite part of the book

Each slide should include a title, a background, text and
pictures where appropriate, and animation. You may also
want to include sound effects, transitions, gifs, videos,
links, or buttons.

Letter Exchange

Write a series of letters between you and a character
from the book.

You will need to write 6 letters total - 3 from you to the

character, and 3 from the character back to you. Include
a cover page with the title, author, and an illustration.

Each letter should be about a page long. In your letters,

ask the character questions that have to do with the
character's life and the story. Have the character answer
the questions in his or her letters back to you. Write
about things that you find interesting and things that you
and the character have in common.

Do something to distinguish the character's letters from
yours. Some ideas include: Using different paper or
stationary, changing your handwriting, or typing either
yours or the character's letters. You could also include
illustrations. Be sure to write your character's letters in
his or her voice.

Book In A Box

Decorate a box to represent the book and fill it with
objects that represent different important parts of the
book.

You can draw pictures yourself or use pictures from
magazines or the interret to decorate the outside of the
box. Make sure you include the title and author of the
book on the box as well as your namel

Find at least B different objects to include in your box.
You may use a picture if the object you would like to
include is too large to fit in the box.

For each object, make a notecard that includes the name

of the object at the top and a short paragraph about how
the object is important to the book.

Scrapbook

Pretend you are the main character of the book. Make a
scrapbook with items and pictures that are important to
your life and to the story.

Make your book at least 5 pages long and include at least

20 items and/or pictures.

For each item or picture, include a caption explaining
what it is and why it is important.

Decorate the front cover. Be sure to include the name of
the main character.
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